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RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  IVlARTLEY 


AfP'IUAL  REPORT  OP  MEDICAT.  OPPICER  OP  liEALTJrl  FOR  THE  YE/R  19^0. 


Public  Health  Department, 
'I  The  Tything, 

Worcester. 


To  the  Chainnaji  and  Members  of  the 
MaiRley  Rural,  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1950. 


The  report 

is 

Section 

A. 

Section 

B. 

Section 

0. 

Section 

D. 

Section 

E. 

Section 

P. 

area. 

G-eneral  Provision  of  Health  Service, 
the  8jrea, 

Section  0.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area. 

Section  D,  Housing. 

Section  E,  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood. 

Prevalence  of  ajid  control  over  Infc< 
Disease . 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  /REA 

The  rural  district  of  Maertley,  comprising  52,838  acres,  is 
predominantly  agricultural  in  character  and  lies  to  the  West  of 
•[■he  city  of  V^Torcester.  The  River  Tome  running  from  West  to  ^ast 
divides  the  district  into  t'VT’O  parts. 

Of  the  27  parishes  in  the  area,  only  North  Hallov/  and  St.John 
in  Bedv/ardine  iiave  a  population  of  more  than  1  ,000 

The  dhief  industry  is  agriculture  and  the  district  is  one  of 
the  most  important  fruit  and  hoj:)  gro-vying  areas  in  the  country. 

Each  year  the  hop-picking  season  attracts  laxge  numbers  of  people 
to  the  district  and  these  come  mainly  from  the  Black  Country. 

The  health  of  your  district  continu-ss.  to  be  good  and  vital 
statistics  for  the  year  a,re  given  in  the  follo'ding  tables. 


STATISTICS  AI-II3  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TIIE  JiKEA 


Area  in  acres,. .  52,83 

lIumlDer  of  inhabited  houses(lst  April,  1951) 

According  to  Rate  Book..., . do .  3j51 

Rateable  Value . .  dQ .  £39,33 

Sum  i^-epresented  by  one  penny  rate.  .  .  .do„ .  £158 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 

population  (mid  1950) .  11  ,67 


YilAk^OTATISTICS 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate.  .  . 

.  78 

.  10 

95 

7 

173 

17 

Birth 

Birth 

Rate 

Rate 

p.er  •  1,000  estimated  population . 

for  England  and  Vales  for  the  same 

period . 

16-2S 

-IS'SC 

Males „ 

Females. 

Total 

Still 

Births 

3 

1 

3 

2 

L.egitimate . 

Illegitimate. . . 

.  1 

Ra  tc  por  1 5  000 
Rato  per  1 ,000 

estimated  population 
jiiiglaiid  and  l/ales.  ,  . 

o*4‘ 

0*3' 

Males.  Females.  Tota 


Deaths . 

Prom  all  causes .  73  72  145 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population.... . .  ^2*4. 

Rate  for  Dngland  and  V/ales . . .  11*6 

Males.  Females.  Tota 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Legi.timate .  1  3  4 

Illegitimate . 

Infantile  Mortality  Rato  for  the  Year .  21*0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Dngland  and  V/ales  for  the  same 
Period .  29*8 


Deaths  from  Special  Chusos .  19-?^ 


Deaths  from  Cancer . 2 

Deaths  from  Measles .  Ni 

Deaths  from  '.'/hooping  Cough .  Ni 


Causes  of  Death  as  classified  hy  the  Registrar  General 

Males.  Females. 


Tuherculoslvj  of  Respiratory  System .  4 

Other  forms  of  Tuherculosis . 

Syphilitic  Diseases .  i 

ID.iphthoria, . . ~ 

V/hooping  Cough.  . . 

Meningococcal  infections .  i 

heute  Polio-myelitis . 

Measles . . . 


Other  infective  and  parasitiediseases 


Cancer  of  Stomach . 3  3 

Cancer  of  Lung . 

Cancer  of.  Breast .  -  2 

Cancer  of  Uterus .  -  2 

Cancer  of  All  other  Sites .  3  9 

Leukaemia.,  aleukaemia . 

Diabetes .  -  i 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system .  1 

Coronary  disease ^  angina .  3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease .  i 

Otherheart  disease,  .  . .  .  . . .  21 

Other  circulatory  disease .  6 

Influenza . 

Pneumonia. _ .  1 

Bronchitis . 4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum .  2 

G-astritiSj  enteritis  and  diarrhoea . . 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate .  3 

Pregnancy j  childbirth j  abortion . 

Congenital  malformations s . 

Other  dafined  and  ill-defined  diseases .  7 

Road  traffic-,  accidents .  3 

All  other  accridents . 2 

Suicide . .  2 

Homicide  <&  operations  of  war . 


3 

3 

1 

12 

3 

1 

\ 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 


SECTION  B. 


GEKPIR/iL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
1  .  Iliblic  lie 0.1th  Staff  of  the  Authority 


Margaret  C.  Pell,  MBo  ,  Ch.Bo,  D.P.H.  ,  13, C, Ho 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

A,  L.  Pratt,  0,8. 1,B.,  M.3.I.A, 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer  &  Building  Surveyor, 

Ho  P,  Acres,  M.S.I.A.,  AoH.San.I, 

AdditionaJ-  Sanitary  Officer, 

Mrs ,  B .  Kirk , 

Shorthand/Typist  &  Clerk. 

H,  O,  Dew, 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer. 


2.-  Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 

19A6,  (Part  III),  the  follov/ing  services  are  provided  hy  the 
County  Council ; - 

(  ^0  Anhui ancc  Service 

( )  Home  Nursing  &  Health  Visiting  Service 

Seven  district  nurse/midwives  v/ork  in  the  Rural 
District,  The^;"  attend  ma-tornity  cases  and  cases  of 
general  illness  and  in  most  instances  they  carry  out 
the  duties  of  Health  Visitor  for  their  district, 

( c )  Va\ccina.tion  and  Irnnunisation 

Vaccination,  and  immuniation  against  diphtheria  can 
he  undent alcen,  free  of  change,  hy  the  patient's  07/n 
doctor,  or  at  one  of  the  County  Council's  Clinics, 

(a)  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers ,  and  Young  Children 

The  diKtrict  is  servrsd  hy  the  County  Council's  ante- 
na.tal  clinics  al  Worcester,  Malvern,  and  Stourport-on- 
SevG?an,  and  hy  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  at  Worcester, 
Hallov/,  Broadheath,  Areley  Kings,  G-reat  Wit  ley  and 
Clift on-on-Temc .  The  County  Council's  Mobile  Infant 

Welfare  Clinic  visits  Hartley  and  the  Leigh  and  Brans- 
ford  districts. 


3 .  Hospitals 

The  district  is  served  hy  general,  hospitals  in  Worcester 
and  Kidderminster. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disea.se  are  arlnitted  to  Nov/toYm  Isola.t- 
ion  Hospital,  Worcester. 

Maternity  cases  can  he  admitted  to  the  Lucy  Baldv/in  Hospita.1 
at  Stourport-on-Sevem,  the  Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Home  at  Stour¬ 
bridge  and  the  111  Saints  Maternity  Home  a.t  Bromsgrove , 


B  (contd) 

GEMR,4L  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA(  contd) 


4.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  If?) 

No  action  was  taken  ly  the  Council  under  this 
section  of  the  Act  .tiring  the  year. 


SECTION  0. 


SANITARY  CIRCUIVISTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1  .  Yfater  Supply. 

A  Y^ater  supply  which  is  adequate  in  both  qucality  and 
quantity  is  lacking it:±he  the  greater  part  of  the  Hartley  Rural 
District  and  in  order  to  overcome  this  defect  the  Council  have 
resolved  to  proceed  with  the  provision  of  a  comprehensive  water 
scheme,  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer,  which  will 
bring  a  wholesome  and  abundant  supply  of  water  to  all  parts  of 
the  distdct „ 

I  regard  the  provision  of  this  v/ater  supply  as  an  urgent 
necessity  for  the  district.  At  the  present  time,  only  three 
parishes  in  the  district  obtain  any  of  their  water  supply  from 
public  mains. 

North  Hallov/  is  supplied  Y/ith  v/ater  from  Worcester 
County  Borough,  the  source  of  this  Y\ra.ter  is  the  River  Severn 
and  it  proved  adequate  both  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout 
the  year, 

Clifton-on-Teme  derives  its  water  supply  from  a  spring 
situated  to  the  West  of  the  village  -  this  supply  is  adequate 
in  quantity.  Records  taken  for  analysis  of  samples  during  the 
past  tv/elve  years  show  that  the  quality  of  this  v/ater  varied  . 
from  time  to  time. 

Pour  houses  in  the  parish  of  Leigh  Sinton  have  a  main 
supply  from  Malvern  Urban  District , 

The  remainder  of  the  Rural  District  derives  its  water 
supply  mainly  from  shallow  wells.  In  some  parts  of  the  district 
uhe  water  from  these  shallow  Y/ells  is  inadequate  in  quantity  and 
Y/ater  carting  becomes  necessary.  Of  39  samples  talcen  from  these 
wells  during  the  year,  28  Y/ere  classified  as  unsatisfactory  by 
the  County  Analyst . 

In  several  villages  in  the  district  the  building  of  nevY 
houses  is  being  prevented  by  the  lack  of  an  adequate  v/ater  supply, 

2 ,  Sev/erage 

Ncyy  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  RushwicK  area  in  the 
Parish  of  St,  John  Y/ere  completed  and  eighty  properties  connected 
during  the  year. 


SECTION  C  (contd) 

THE__  AREA  (  contd) 

2,  Scvforago  ( Contd) 


The 

during  th 


••./ork  on  Nov/  Sev/age  Disposnl 
.0  3^ear. 


Nork;; 


ot  Mnrtloy  v/as  begun 


A  Ministry  of  Health  enquiry  into  th(3  proposed  sov/crage 
scheme  for  the  Broadhv/ath  area  v/as  .held  during  the  year,  A 
nev/  sev/age  disposal  plant  is  now  necess;iry  for  the  Village  of 
Clift  on-on-Temo.^, 


The  follov/ing  table  gives  pajfticulars  of  the  v/ater  supply 
arid  methods  of  sev/age  disposal  in  the  district,  (sec  page  7  ) 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSINC. 


Fifty  one  new  houses  were  built,  in  the  district  during  1950? 
thirty-four  by  the  Local  Authority,  seventeen  by  other  persons. 

The  need  for  more  houses  in  the  district  is  sbill  f).cute  and 
there  are  a  number  of  bad  cases  of  overcrov/ding  on  the  waiting 
list.  In  a.dditicn,  there  are  m<'my  unfit  houses  which  should  be 
dealt  v/ith  by  Demolition  Order.  It  is  hoped  that  it  wall  be 
possible-  to  take  actio.n  in  this  madter  when  the  housing  situadion 
imjjroveSo 

The  housing  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  suitable  conditions 
and  the  relief  of  overcrowding  in  tuberculosis  households  is  of 
the  grea.test  importance  both  from,  the  point  of  view  of  the  v/oll- 
being  of  the  patient  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  to  other  members  of  the  community. 

The  follo\/ing  table  shows  the  housing  ■'//ork  carried  out  in 
the  district  during  the  year:- 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during;  the  year:- 


1  By  the  Local  iiathority. »  .  .  ,,  .  ..  3h- 

2  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  ..  . . 1? 


Inspection  of  Dwcllin.e;  Houses: - 

1  (a)  Tota.1  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Riblic  Headth  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  53 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 98 

2  (a.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  1  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regula.ticns ,  1925  1932  . Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  . .  . .  Nil 
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SECTION  D„  (contd) 


KOUSING  (oontcl) 


Inspection  of  D’./cllinc;  Houses(  continued) 


^  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
hi.iraan  habitation . 

4  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  refer¬ 
red  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  humtin  habitation,. 


2  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  foimal  notices; - 

1  Number  of  defective  d¥/elling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informsJ.  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  . . . 

2  Number  of  houses  where  urgent  repairs  carried  out  by 

informal  action  ,  , .  . ,  o ,  . .  . . 


_3  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(A)Proceedings  under  sections^  9?  10  and  16  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act ,  1 936 . 

1  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . 

2  Nujfiber  of  dv/elling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  ficrmal  notices:-  .  . . - 

(a)  By  G.mers  . . .  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied, . 

2  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  v/ere  remed 
ied  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

( a)  By  Owners  , .  . .  . ,  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  » » 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  defrailt  of  owners . 

(c)  Proceedings  under  seevions  11  end  13  oB  "the  Housing 
Act ,  1 93^ « 

1  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolit 

ion  Orders  were  made  .  .  . ,  ,  .  . .  . . 

2  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  accepted  . ,  . ,  . 


HOUSPrT(  oont  inued) 


(u)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  193^ 

1  Nuitber  of  sopeu'nte  tencraonts  or  underground  rooms 

in  resx'^cct  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  v/ere  mode . Nil 

2  Number  of  sexeo.rate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  were  mode  det¬ 
ermined^  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit  . .  . . .  . ,  . .  . . .  , ,  Nil 


!±  Housirmi:  Act,  193^  -  Pont  IV  -  Overcrowding: 


(a)(i)  Number  of  dYv-ellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
this  ye  ox  ,  ..  ,,  . 


) 


) 


ii)  Number  of  families  dv/elling  therein 


)  Not  Kn 


•  o  •  •  •  f 


) 


(iii)  Number  of  persons  d.welling  therein 


) 


(■b) 


Nuraber  of  new  co.se s  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 


3 


(c)(i)  Number  of  co.ses  of  overcrov/ding  relieved 
during  the  ye  ox  .  ,  . 


9  9  9  9  9  9 


(  i.i)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  co.se; 


9  0  9  9 


10 

35 


(iii)  Number  of  houses  o.gain  overci-owdod  after  being 

previous  ley  relieved  ,  .  , .  . . . .  . Nil 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  A^ID  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD. 


Regular  inspections  of  premises  v/here  food  is  prepared, 
stored  and  sold  v/ere  mode  by  the  Sanitoxy  Inspectors  during  the 
yeai‘  o.nd  conditions  generodly  \/erc  found  to  be  satisfactory.  A 
detailed  account  of  this  work  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  San- 
itaxy  Inspector, 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AI'ID  CONTR.OL  0^/ER  R'lEECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Dipl itheria.  Immunisation 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 

19A6,  children  can  be  immunised  against  diphtheria,  free  of  charge 
by  their  own  doctor  or  at  one  of  the  County  Council's  clinics. 


Q 

•  y  0 


SECTION  F.  (contd. ) 


FISVALENCE  OF  MD  CONTROL  OVER  INEUCTIQUS  DISEASE . 
Diphtheria  Iminunisation(  cont inued ) 


The  folloyd.ng  table  shov/s  the  number  of  childred  who 
v/cre  immunised  during  the  year  in  the  district 


1 

1 

Nuir.ber  of  children  who 
completed  a  course  of 
primary  immunisation  in 
i  the  Authority's  area 

1  during  1950, 

Number  of  children  v/ho 
v/ere  given  a  secondary 
or  re-inforcing  inject¬ 
ion  during  the  year. 

Age  at  final 
injection. 

Total, 

1 

Under  14  years 

< 

.  ..  1 

Unxier 

5  ...... 

5-14 

i 

1 

1 

119 

6 

125 

_ 

62 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 


Vaccination 


One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  persons  received  a  primary 
vaccination  and  sixteen  were  re-vaccinated  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 

The  filowing  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease 
in  the  district  during  the  yesir:- 
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13  Ophthalffiis' Neonritorum 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  and  Mortality  durinp;  1950. 


Nev/  cases 

— 

1  Deaths 

^ge 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Period 

M 

P 

- - - , 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

0 

1 

5 

i 

13 

1 

1 

23 

3 

2 

1 

U3 

33 

2 

63 

and 

upwards 

TOTALS 

7 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

^Compiled  from  the  Tuherculosis  Register 
and  Local  Registrar’s  Death  Returns. 


Numher  of  Gases  of  Tuherculosis  on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  


Year 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Annual  Totals. 

M 

P 

M 

P 

1947 

29 

26 

14 

16 

83 

1948 

30 

2k 

18 

17 

89 

1949 

28 

26 

16 

17 

87 

1930 

33 

27 

13 

18 

93 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Mi^RGARET  C.  PELL. 

.12.  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEiiLTH. 
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MuARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TliE  SAIJITARY  OFFICER  AND  BUILD  BTC-  SURVEYOR 


RilxIIo  Ilealt}’  ..Department, 

1  The  Ty thing, 
y/orcester . 

Septembe.r,  1931» 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Martley 
I/ir.  Chairman  and  G-entlemen,. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  fourth  annual  report  on 
the  work  of  my  Department  in  relation  to  the  administration  of 
the  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  193C. 

The  atte.ched  report  will  show  that,  whilst  there  were  no 
major  ini.iovations  during  the  year,  the  health  of  the  district 
remained  remarkably  good.  Some  credit  for  this  must  be  claimed 
fo.r  the  "preventitive"  side,  as  opposed  to  the  "curative"  side, 
of  the  health  organistion,  in  which  is  included  control  of  hous- 
j.ng,  water  supplies,  sewage  disposal  and  general  hygiene  matters. 
The  Publi.c  Health  Department  is  concerned  primarily  in  this  type 
of  v/ork  and,  whilst  it  is  desired  to  carry  out  many  improvements, 
the  number  of  routine  duties  makes  it  difficult  to  m.ake  any  rapid 
progress  in  this  field.  These  routine  duties  include  far  too 
much  clericel  vrark  for  your  technical  officers  and  this  is  det- 
.rimcntal  to  the  practical  side  of  their  viroik.  As  suggested  on 
frequent  occasions,  the  solution  lies  in  the  employment  of  better 
qualified  clerical  assist.ance  which  v/ould,  I  am  sure,  prove  more 
economical  in  the  long  run. 

There  are  indications  tha.t  other  authorities  are  attempting 
to  usu]:p)  some  of  the  functions  for  v/hich  the  Loca.1  A.uthority  are 
entirely  responsible;  it  is  difficult  to  give  definite  examples 
of  this  a.s  the  method  v/ould  appear  to  be  one  of  gradual  infil¬ 
tration,  especially  in  malters  relating  to  public  health.  It 
is  imperative  tha.t,  in  the  interests  of  the  residents  in  the 
district,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  keep  these  matters  in 
the  hands  of  the  local  authority. 

The  only  nev/  leglislo.tion  of  any  note  passed  during  the  year 
where  full  responsibility  was  placed  on  the  Local  A.uthoi-ity  was 
ti:i.e  Rats  &  Mice  Destiaiction  Act,  This  is  not  an  Act  which  arcuses 
i.:uch  enthusiasm  with  Rural  Authorities  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  };  :'.y 
t.he  first  step  towards  the  decentralisation  of  more  important 
Viatters , 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  proceed  wdth  a  comprehensive 
scheme  of  v/ater  supply  is  probably  the  most  m^omentous  in  tlie 
'n  story  of  the  Council  and  may  result  in  great  changes  taking 
r.'lace  wtiich  con  not  be  forscen  a.t  the  present.  It  is  hoped  that 
wlien  the  schem.e  is  submitted  for  Governmient  approval,  little  delay 
ol.ll  result  i.n  the  sinking  of  a  trial  borehole  and  that  a  start 

be  made  in  providing  wate.r  in  those  a.reas  v/here  it  is  required 
ou  urgently.  Initial  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  to 
overcom.e  the  dj  iTficulties  of  sewage  disposed  in  those  districts 
wh':.re  the  provision  of  7/o.rks  ere  moat  necesseay.  Progress  on 
such  works  is  necessarily  slov/  owing  to  the  various  authorities 


.13, 


aiid  departments  v/ho  have  to  be  consulted  end  v/hose  requirements 
mus'L  be  s.atisfied;  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  number  of  meetings 
on  each  proposal  find  these  take  up  much  valuable  time. 

In  conclusion  I  v/ish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  considera.tion  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  HeaLlth  Committee  in  particular  and  of  the  Council  generally 
and  for  the  co-operation  and  i*  : istance  of  the  other  members  of 
the  Council’s  staff. 


I  am.  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant , 

A,  Lo  PRATT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer, 
Building  Suiveyi.’r, 


4 
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'iVm  PLAMING  MD  BUILDING  BYELil'/S 


The  arrangement  whereby  the  Council  carried  out  duties 
delegated  to  them  by  the  County  Council  under  the  Town  and 
Countiy  Planning  Act  was  continued  during  the  year.  This 
arrangement  continued  to  work  smoothly  as  is  shovm  by  the  fact 
that  in  only  two  cases  v/as  there  a  difference  of  opinion  be¬ 
tween  the  Planning  Committee  of  this  Council  and  the  County 
Planning  Officer  which  had  to  be  referred  to  the  County  Plan¬ 
ning  Committee;  in  both  cases  the  Planning  Officer’s  opinion 
was  confirmed  by  the  County  Planning  Committee. 

The  delegation  of  these  poY/ers  has  increased  the  work  in 
my  department  but  this  is  compensded  by  the  use  which  can  be 
made  of  local  knov/ledge  in  ensuring  that  applications  receive 
full  consideration  and,  eventually,  a  decision  v/hich  is  not 
based  simply  on  broad  planning  principles.  The  inspection 
of  sites  by  a  Sub-Committee  where  difficulty  v7a.s  experienced  . 
in  arriving  at  a  decision,  is  a  practice  to  bo  commended  and 
has  resulted  on  several  occasions  in  the  avoidance  of  appeals 
or  differences  of  opinion  with  the  County  Planning  Officer. 

The  General  Development  Order  1950,  which  came  into  force 
on  the  22nd  May,  1950,  resulted  in  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  applications  to  develop.  This  Order  allowed  certain  build¬ 
ing  work  to  be  canried  out  without  specific  Planning  Permission, 
including  small  a,dditions  or  enlargements  to  private  houses, 
the  erection  of  agricultural  buildings  etc.,  and,  although  some 
difficul.ty  was  experienced  with  regard  to  applications  for 
permission  not  being  made  for  such  work  under  the  Building 
Byelav/s,  the  general  effect  was  to  remove  one  of  the  sources 
of  annoyance  to  jeersons  desiring  to  coniyout  minor  works. 

Deliberate  contraventions  of  the  Planning  Act  or  Building 
Byela.ws  were  few  and  only  3  enforcem.ent  notices  were  issued, 
two  of  ’which  were  complied  with  during  the  year.  One  outstand¬ 
ing  enforcement  notice  wa.s  complied  wdth  during  the  same  period. 

Tv70  appeals  to  the  Ministry  of  To-^vn  cand  Country  Plarining 
w'ere  made  after  the  refusal  by  the  Planning  Committee  to  permit 
development.  In  the  first  case  the  Coim-nittee '  s  decision  was 
uilield  and  the  appeal  dismissed  and  in  the  second  the  appeal 
was  allowed  w/ith  certain  reservalions . 

The  County  Council,  in  co-operation  with  this  Council,  made 
several  Tree  Preservation  Orders  on  parts  of  estaites  which  were 
to  be  sold  by  auction,  and  thus  preserved  the  aimenities  in  a.reas 
of  high  scenic  beauty. 


Applications  to  Develop 


Plans  far  new  Pi^eliminaxy  Change  of 

construction.  Enquiries .  use  of  land 


Brought  for^ward 
f  rom  1 949 

Reoived  during  1  950 


Sz  buildings. 


3 

95 


28 


13 


98 


28 


14  140 


Total  Applications 


1  TOl^/N  I-I.Ai-WrWCr  AMD  3UILDINC  BYELA;;i/S(  Gontd  J 


ications  to  Develoyj 


Plans  for  new  Preliminary  Chanye  of  use 
construction  Enquiries  of  land  and 

buildinCTs . 


Ajjpli  cations 

approved 

83 

20 

Applications 

refused 

11 

6 

Applications 

outstanding 

4 

2 

9 

4 


Total 


98 


28 


14 


140 


Buildinp; _ Byelaws 


Brought  forward  from  1949 
Received  during  1990 


Applications 

Applications 

AxDplications 


approved 
re  fused 
out  st  Ending 


75 

75 


71 
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2  PIOUS  INd 


A ,  Building  Licensing 


The  functions  delegaied  to  this  Authority  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  this  department  on  the 
same  lines  as  previously. 

The  Oouncil's  allocation  for  new  houses  for  the  year  Yms 
41  and  licences  were  issued  for  private  houses  in  the  ratio  as 
laid  down  by  the  Mnistry.  In  addition  7  applications  for  as¬ 
sistance  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Acts  ( "Sub¬ 
sidy  House”)  were  approved. 

Ov/lng  to  over-issuing  in  previous  years  no  nev/  house  licences 
were  permitted  to  private  developers  and  I  must  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  number  of  applicants  for  such  licences,  many 
of  vdiom  have  obtained  sites  and  had  plans  approved.  TPie  provision 
of  fi.ese  houses  is  entirely  dependant  on  the  speed  with  which 
Council  Houses  are  erected.  The  Ministry  have  shown  tha.t  v/hen 
the  normal  allocation  has  been  utilised  and  there  is  labour  av¬ 
ailable  to  build  more  houses,  they  v/ill  issue  a  supplementary 
allocation.  The  number  of  Council  Houses  completed  during  the 
year  v/as  34  ii/hilst  17  private  houses  (including  subsidy  houses) 
were  completed  and  occupied;  it  -wd-ll  be  necessary  to  double,  at 
least,  the  number  of  Council  Houses  erected  before  the  needs  of 
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2  HCUSDJCt(  Contd) 


A.  Euildin,^;  Licensinp; 


sll  appliccjits ^  CPU  be  met. 

The  "Free  Allov/ance"  of  £100  per  house  for  repairs  remains 
in  force  but  a  reduction  of  20/'o  on  the  totad  amount  of  licences 
issued  during  1%-9  For  rejaairs,  conversions  etc,,  v/as  ordered 
by  the  Ministry.  The  full  effect  of  this  reduction  has  not 
yet  been  felt  but  it  is  ;:uiticipatod  that  it  will  cause  further 
deterioration  in  the  state  of  repair  of  houses  general-ty ,  pre¬ 
vent  the  issuing  of  comprehensive  Statutory  Notices  for  repairs, 
aeid  may  prohibit  the  provision  of  new  housing  accommodation  by 
the  conversion  of  buildings  into  cfeellings. 


No.  of  Licences  Amount 

-  £ 


Ne'w  Houses 

Conversions  & 
Accommodat ion , 

additional 

22 

12,810 

House  repairs 

(over  £100) 

25 

7,03A 

Other  repairs, 

supplement  any 
Licences  etc. 

8 

1 ,935 

55 

21 ,829 

B ,  Housing 


Tlio  general  stajidard  of  rcpa.ir  of  the  older  type  ^  of  dv/ell- 
inr  house  continued  to  deteriorate  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  is 
mainly  due  to  the  controlling  of  rents  at  the  pre-war  level  an 
the  high  cost  of  building.  The  policy  of  attempting  to  keep 
a  large  number  of  houses  in  a.  condition  just  fit  for  occupation 
by  asking  only  for  the  repair  of  urgent  defects  has  been  contin¬ 
ued,  It  is  thought  that,  by  this  policy,  the  general  standard 
of  repair  will  be  maintained  at  a  higher  level  than  would  be  tne 
case  if  a  few/  houses  only  were  brought  up  to  the  required  stan¬ 
dard. 


There  a.re  still  several  houses  in  the  district  on  "./hich 
demolition  orders  have  been  served  and  which  are  licensed  for 
occupation  and  this  presents  an  urgent  problem  as  their  condit¬ 
ion  in  every  case  is  very  poor.  The  majority  of  the  occupanls 
have  anplied  for  a  Council  house  but  many  of  them  are  not  natives 
of  the" district  and,  pithough  they  have  been  strongly  recommended, 
so  far  not  one  has  been  successful. 


It  is  disappointing  thai  bettor  use  has  not  been  made  of 
the  Improvement  G-rants  Authorised  by  the  Housing  Act 
it  is  thought  that  this  is  due,  in  this  District,  to  the ^f act 
that  houses  improved  in  this  v/ay  vill  no  longer  be  Tied  and^ 
this  ha-s  prevented  many  agricultural  cottages  from  being 
ered.  The  high  st.andard  to  \;hich  cottages  must  be  ^  raised  has 
also  been  a  deterrent  and,  aitnough  this  is  most  desirable  from  a 
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2  HOUSING  (CotdJ 


B.  Housinj^; 


health  point  of  viev/,  in  many  cases  it  is  impracticable  if  the 
work  is  not  to  cost  more  than  £600,  The  Licensing  position 
vrauld  be  seriously  affected  if  many  of  these  improvements  v/ere 
to  be  carried  out  and  it  v/ould  appear  reasonable  that  such  v/ork 
should  be  freed  from  the  licensing  provisions. 

If  any  grCcat  improvement  is  to  be  made  in  the  genrrad.  stan¬ 
dard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  the  following  pro¬ 
visions  must  be  mcadc - 


1 o  A  greater  number  of  Council  Houses. 

2o  Use  to  be  made  by  the  Council  of  their  powers 

to  purchase  cottages.  These  could  then  be  kept 
in  a.  reasonably  hahitable  condition  until  the 
tenants  v/ero  re -housed. 

3*  Freedom  from  the  licensing  restrictions  for:- 

1 .  Repairs  to  unstisf actory  houses  of  £1 2 
rateable  value  and  under. 

2.  All  improvements  under  the  Housing  Act  19'4-9. 

3.  The  conversion  of  buildings  to  dwellings, 

A.  The  a.mendment  of  legislation  to  bring  the  rents  of 
houses  in  line  with  ’wages ^  building  costs,  etc. 


i.  -lui  p.ic-^'.s  u  :in  ■■  In  ra  af  i 

housing  persons  living  in  overcrowded  houses  or  in  houses  vwiich 
are  structurally  dangerous  or  in  bad  condition.  This  has  been 
due  to  greater  co-operation  betv/een  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committees  in  the  atlocation  of  Council  houses  and  I  should  like 
here  to  express  my  a>.ppreciation  of  the  assistance  given  to  me  by 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Housing 
Manager . 

All  applica-tions  for  Council  Houses  ane  nov/  considered  by 
this  department  and  recommendations  made  to  the  Housing  Committee, 
some  of  these  recommendPttions  are  adso  supported  by  the  Public 
HeaHth  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in  this 
’way  a  further  check  is  possible  on  housing  conditions  generally 
throughout  the  district.  In  all  cases  wHere  the  applicants 
complaAn  of  overcrowded  conditions  or  defective  houses  these  are 
visited  and  the  O'^wners  asked  to  remedy  the  defects  whether  or  not 
the  tenant  is  rehoused. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  rehoused  for 
reasons  of  Public  Health:- 

Por  reasons  of  overcrowding  7 

For  reasons  of -baH  housing 

Conditions  7 

For  reasons  of  ill  health  1 


Total 


18 


13 


2  HOrjSING(  Contd. ) 
C .  Rehousing!: 


Tho  tn!;,nJ.  auiPbfvr  of  lettings  by  the  Housing  Committee  during  the 
yeru'  v'us  53  of  these  28/o  have  been  allocated  to  Riblic 
Health  cases. 


3.  DRAINAGE ,  SEV/ERAG-E 


/iND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 


A,  House  Dralna-ge 

The  usual  supervision  ha.s  been  exercised  over  all  nev/  house 
draina.gc  schemes  and  details  of  tho  numbers  of  houses  connected 
to  public  severs  etc,,  ane  contained  in  tho  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer. 

Several  cases  where  the  pollution  of  streams  v/as  being 
caused  by  the  effluent  from  suptic  tanks  vrere  reported  and  an 
attempt  ’</as  ma.de  to  purify  the  effluent  as  far  a.s  possible. 
Difficulty  is  experienced  in  areas  v/here  the  sub-soil  t,vl11  not 
filter  the  effluent  and  the  installation  of  some  t3/pe  of  filter 
is  the  only  solution  possible  in  such  cases. 

During  the  year  39  Septic  Tanks  T/ere  installed  amd  18 
houses  connected  to  Public  Sev/ers;  in  a.ll  canes  the  ’;7orks  vz-ere 
carried  out  in  a  satisfa.ctory  manner. 


ffi,  Sev/erage  and  Scv/a.ge  Disposal 


Rushvvlck 


73  Houses  are  no\7  connected  to  tho  Public  Sevzer  in  this 
district,  which  is  about  80;^  of  the  total  niumber  of  houses  on 
the  line  of  the  sev/or. 

This  ne\7  scheme  is  working  well  except  tha.t,  ovzing  to  the 
fact  thal  there  is  no  piped  v/ater  supply,  the  flovz  in  the  sewers 
is  sluggish  and  this  is  causing  some  complaints  of  smell  anising 
I’rom  the  manlioles.  The  only  solution  to  this  problem  is  by 
flushing  tho  sev/ers  and  this  v/as  carried  out  at  vanious  points. 


Nortli  Hallov/ 


Purther  improvements  to  the  disposa.1  vrorks  V7erc  carried  out 
during  the  yean  in  an  attempt  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  ef¬ 
fluent,  The  vzorks  are  over- loaded  to  a  caibain  extent  and  this, 
together  vm.th  the  la.ck  of  sufficient  sludge  drying  beds,  renders 
the  production  of  a  satisfactory  effluent  difficult.  The  quality 
of  the  effluent  ha.s  llov/cver  improved  consideraibly  during  the  pant 
two  yeans  and,  'with  the  provision  of  further  sludge  drying  facil¬ 
ities,  should  be  ca.pable  of  being  maintained  in  this  condition 
v/ithout  making  any  additions  to  the  v/orks. 
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SEI^RAr.E  .m)  SEWAG-E  DISPOSM._(Cont_d) 


North  Hallow  (contd) 


Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  materials  to 
the  Yv'orks  as  the  Council],  did  not  possess  any  right  of  v/ay  over 
adjoining  land  but  it  has  now  been  agreed  with  the  County 
Council  for  a  right  of  way  to  be  granted  and  a  service  road 
constructed. 


Broadheath 


The  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer 
for  the  sewering  of  the  Tihole  of  the  parish  T/as  the  subject 
of  a  Local  Enquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Later  the 
Council  were  informed  by  the  Ministry  that  the  installation  of  the  scheme 
YYOuld  have  to  be  deferred  indefinitd'l.y  but  that  a  poilion  of  it 
could  be  installed  to  serve  the  School,  The  Council  considered 
that  the  eorea  where  a  long-standing  nuisance  was  being  caused 
by  untreated  sewage  being  discharged  into  ponds  and  ditches 
also  Yirarranted  similar  treatment  and  permission  has  now  been  given 
for  an  a.dditional  sev/er  to  be  laid  in  this  ai'ea.  The  necessary 
draYrings  and  documents  ane  in  course  of  pipara.tion. 


Clift on-on-Tcme , 


Pollo’v/ing  complaints  by  adjoining  owners  of  the  pollution 
of  a  stream  and  pond  used  for  cattle  Y/alering  by  the  effluent 
from  the  irrigation  field,  a  detailed  scheme  for  treatment  Y/orks 
Y/as  prepared.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  Y/-orks  Y/a^  £7^500  and 
the  scheme  wo.s  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health, 


Hartley 


The  scheme  for  the  enlargement  of  the  SeYrage  Treatment  'forks 
and  the  laying  of  sev/ers  in  the  Jury  Lane  are  ax  v/as  approved  by 
the  ttinistry  and  Y/ork  was  commenced  on  the  29th  August,  Although 
it  Y/as  estimaled  that  the  Yrork  Yrauld  be  completed  Y/ithin  3  months, 
by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  still  much  to  be  done.  Bad 
Y/cather  conditions  and  the  presence  of  Y/aler,  running  sand,  and 
rock  all  contributed  to  the  sIoyy  progress,  but  the  main  difficulty 
was  the  lack  of  an  aidequate  labour  force. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council  a  preliminary  invest¬ 
igation  Y/as  carried  out  for  the  extension  of  the  Jury  Lane 
Se\/er  for  the  benefit  of  property  ovned  by  them.  This  exten¬ 
sion  Y/a.s  approved  in  principle  by  the  Council  and  details  ane 
being  prepared. 
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SEWEMGS  /-iro  SEY/AG-E  DISPOSAL  (Contd) 


Lei,?h  Sint  on 


The  provi^n  of  treatment  works  and  the  extension  of 
existing  sewers  v/ill  have  to  he  considered  for  this  area  as 
serious  pollution  is  now  being  caused  to  Carey's  Brook  into 
v/hich  the  existing  sev/or  discharges.  The  present  system 
which  sein/es  severs.1  houses,  including  a  small  Coimcil  Housing 
Estate,  consists  of  small  settlement  tanks  spaced  along  the 
line  of  the  sewer  and  this  method  does  not  prevent  the  discharge 
of  crude  sew'age  into  the  brook,  which  is  used  for  v/atering  ca.ttle 
It  is  likely  that  some  complaint  may  be  made  by  the  Severn  Rivers 
Board  in  the  near  future,  and  it  vrould  be  advisable  to  have  a  pre 
liminary  scheme  prei^ared  for  inclusion  in  the  Council's  programme 
of  future  works. 


4  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Private  Supplies 


As  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer,  55  samples 
of  water  from  private  sources  were  submitted  for  examination, 
and  37  of  these  v/ore  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  This  does 

not  necessarily  mean  that  67/o  of  all  private  water  supplies  in 
the  district  are  unsatisfactory,  as  sampling  usually  taices  place 
from  sources  v/hich  ane  suspect  or  about  which  complaints  have 
been  received.  These  results,  ho^TCver,  combined  v/ith  others 
over  a  number  of  yeans,  shov/  tha^t  there  is  an  urgent  need  for 
an  improvement  in  the  supx^ly  of  drinking  w^ater  throughout  the 
district  as  a  whole. 

In  the  pxarish  of  Mai'tley  several,  sources  were  found  to  be 
deteriorating  in  qua.lity  and  it  Y/as  decided  to  saunple  a.ll  v/ells 
wdthin  that  axe  a.  In  all  six  wells  woro  sampled  y/ithin  a  radius 
of  100  yards  and  every  one  found  to  be  polluted  with  feacol. 
type  coli.  This  example  shows  the  problem  Yvhich  must  be  faced 
in  the  very  near  future. 


Pub].ic  Supplies, 


Det.ails  of  the  number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains 
axe  given  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer,  No  extensions 
or  alterations  to  these  supplies  were  maide  during  the  year. 

The  schem.e  for  supplying  ten  paxishes  in  the  centra.!  area 
of  the  district  with  wnter  obtained  from  the  City  of  Worcester 
v/as  prepai'ed  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer.  This  scheme 
was  carefully  considered  by  the  Council  but  was  finally  rejected 
on  the  groimds  that  it  yyould  be  more  expensive  proportionately 
than  a  coini)rehensive  scheme  y/hich  v/ould  cover  a  much  larger  axe  a. 


A  comprehensive  scheme  which  had  been  prepared  for  supplying 
the  vhiole  of  the  Council's  area  north  of  the  river  Tome  had  been 
rejected  in  1949  a.s  being  too  expensive.  This  scheme  v/as  con¬ 
sidered  a.gain  by  the  Council  who  fina.lly  decided  that  it  should 
be  approved  and  foxv/arded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  vyith  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  the  parishes  south  of  the  river  Tene. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  (Contd) 


Public  Supplies ( contd) 


Thus  the  v/hole  of  the  Council's  area  v/ill  be  served.  Approval 
is  being  sought  in  the  first  instance  for  the  sinking  of  a.  trial 
bore  hole  at  Astley. 

During  the  year*  proposals  v/ere  made  to  survey  areas  in  the 
parish  of  Abberley  with  a  view  to  commencing  open-cast  mining. 
The  Council  were  seriously  concerned  "vvith  the  effect  on  local 
\mter  supplies  and  made  their  views  knoim  to  the  Ministry  of 
HeaiLth.  An  examination  of  existing  supplies  in  the  affected 
axe  a  W9.s  made  and  records  kept  for  future  reference. 


A,  Clift on-on-Teme 


The  quantity  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  for  use  in 
this  parish  v/as  2^393?  500  gallons  a  s  compaxed  with  2^3^'^  j200 
gallons  in  1949.  The  spring  forming  the  source  of  the  supply 
proved  adequate  and  no  shortage  occurred  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  h&avy  pumping  costs  and  to  the  condition  of  the 
long  rising  main,  consideration  was  given  to  the  provision  of 
a  bore  hole  in  the  village  and  the  services  of  a  geologist  were 
employed  for  this  purpose..  In  his  report  the  geologist  said, 
"There  is  no  site  nearer  the  village  where  a  large  supply  of 
wader  can  be  expected,  but  it  is  possible  that  1000  gallons 
per  hour  might  be  obtained  by  a  10  inch  bore-hole  300  to  400 
feet  in  depth.  The  water  v/ill  be  hand.  The  Council  must  be 
prepared  to  risk  failure".  It  v/as  decided  that  the  risk  of 
failure  vaas  too  great  and  the  possibility  of  electrifying  the 
existing  plant  and  make  it  semi-automadic  vwas  investigated. 

The  sum  of  £600  wc.s  required  by  the  Midland  Electricity  Boaxd 
for  extending  the  supply  to  the  pump  house  and  this  high  cost, 
together  with  the  new  plant  which  would  be  required,  ma.de  this 
scheme  uneconomical.  The  Council  decided  to  defer  any  action 
'  until  the  fade  of  the  comprehensi’’’e  wa.ter  scheme  is  known;  if 
this  scheme  in  installed  it  v/ill  be  possible  to  boost  wader 
to  the  Clifton  reservoir  and  thus  eliminade  entirely  the  exist¬ 
ing  pumping  plant  and  long  rising  main. 


North  Hallov/ 


The  madns  and  supply  to  a  paxt  of  this  parish  are  controlled 
by  the  City  of  Worcester.  A  sm.all  number  of  premises  were  con¬ 
nected  to  the  mains  during  the  ye.ar.  The  maximum  of  56,000 
gadlons  per  week  was  exceeded  but  no  curtailment  of  the  water 
supply  wa.s  imposed. 
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5  HJBLIC  CLEANS  BIG  AMD  SALVAGE 


Refuse  Collection 


The  scheme  for  regular  fortnightly  collection  in  six 
parishes,  at  two  monthly  inteirvals  in  seventeen  parishes  and 
at  three  monthly  intervals  in  four  parishes  was  continued  during 
the  current  yeai'.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  maintaining  collections  as  published  ov/ing  to 
illness  amongst  the  employees.  Temporary  labour  for  this  type 
of  work  is  difficult  to  obtain  and,  as  there  is  no  reserve  labour 
amongst  the  Council's  employees,  the  outlying  parishes  did  not 
receive  proper  attention  and  a  number  of  complaints  v/ere  received. 

Some  assistance  v/as  given  to  Bromyard  R.D.C.  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  refuse  from  a  housing  estate  and  this  continued  for  several 
months  until  that  Authority  put  into  operation  their  own  scheme  of 
collection. 


B .  Refuse  Storage 


The  scheme  for  supplying  dust-bins  to  the  public  at  cost 
price  plus  a  small  delivery  charge  was  continued,  the  bins  being 
carried  on  the  vehicles  and  sold  for  cash.  Only  44  bins  were 
sold  during  the  year.  The  use  of  all  t3^es  of  containers  for 
storing  refuse  adds  to  the  time  tajeen  in  collection  and  has  been 
the  cause  of  several  minor  accidents  to  ttie  collectors.  The 
use  of  standard  dust-bins  should  be  ma.de  compulsory  but  it  is 
difficult  to  sa.y  hov/  this  can.  be  done.  It  v/ould  be  necessary 
to  issue  Statutory  Notices  to  all  housholders  not  having  a 
standard  bin  and  this  vrould  be  beyond  the  capabilities  of  the  stajff 
no\7  employed  in  this,  department .  The  Council  could  set  a  good 
example  in  this  way  by  providing  dust-bins  to  all  Council  Houses 
where  a  fortnightly  collection  opera.tes  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
will  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 


C,  Rufus e  Disposal 


Two  refuse  tips  were  filled  druing  the  year  and  difficulty 
is  being  experienced  in  finding  new  sites,  especially  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  area. 

Difficulty  is  also  being  experienced  in  finding  labour  and 
materiad.  for  the  proper  covering  of  tips  nov/  being  operated  and 
soil  for  the  top  dressing  of  tips  v/hich  have  been  completed.  It 
may  be  necessary  in  the  future  to  employ  a  haulage  contractor  for 
this  purpose;  the  additional  cost  will  be  "worth  while  as  it  is 
only  by  this  means  that  proper  control  of  the  tips  coji  be  mdntained. 


D,  Salvage 


During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  sale  of  salvaged  materials 
v/as  very  small  owing  to  the  bad  market  but  later  on  the  sale  of 
paper  at  reasonable  prices  became  possible  again.  The  continuance 
of  the  collection  of  paper  and  its  storage  was  justified  as  all 
stocks,  v/ere  eventually  cleared. 

Increased  publicity  for  the  saving  of  sadvage  was  carried  out 
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5  PUBLIC  CIEMSING  AND  SALVAGE ( contd) 


D  Salvage ( contd) 


towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  effect  of 
this  'kvill  he  reflected  in  the  sales  for  the  next  year.  The 
follovri.ng  quantities  of  salvage  were  sold  during  the  year:- 

-  £130  17  0 

£12  10  0 

-  £5  0  0 

-  £148  7  0 


6  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Waste  paper,  all  grades  -  22tons  17  exits 

Scrap  Metal,  all  grades  -  6 tons  13  cv/ts 

Bottles,  all  grades  -  172doz 

TOTAL 


Regular  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold  were  carried  out  as  a  matter  of  routine  and, 
generally  speaking,  the  condition  of  these  premises  v/as  satisf¬ 
actory.  In  several  cases  advice  had  to  he  given  on  improve¬ 
ment  in  hygiene  hut  no  legal  enforcement  \7as  necessary. 


Slaughter  Houses 

Meal  consumed  in  this  area  is  slaughtered  and  inspected  at 
the  Worcester  Ahhatoir  v/hich  is  supervised  hy  the  IVorcester  City 
Authority,  No  complaints  regarding  the  condition  of  meat  al- 
localed  to  this  area  were  received  during  the  year. 


Ice-cream 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  ice-cream  24 

Number  of  licences  to  manufacture  ice-cream  2 

14  routine  samples  v/erc  taken  from  manufacturers  and  retailers 
during  the  year  and  the  results  are  as  follows  :- 

Grade  1-6 

Grade  2-6 

Gra.de  3  ~  2 

Grarle  4  -  Nil 

In  all  cases  the  premises,  m.ethods  of  sale  and  production  were 
satisfactory  and  no  action,  other  than  adivee,  v/as  necessary. 


6  SUPERVISION  OF  F00D(  contd) 


Milk  Production 


The  duties  remaining  v.dth  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1949  v/ere  carried  out  hut  these  x/ere  not 
hea.vy  as  only  4  dairymen  applied  for  registration. 

From  observations  made  it  vrould  appear*  that  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Commiittee  are  concentra.ting  their  attention  on  the  production 
of  designated  milk  and  are  practically  ignoring  undesignated 
milk  and  the  small  producer/retailers  vdio  sell  milk  in  Rural 
Areas.  This  is  a  matter  v/hich  is  receiving  consideration  and 
it  is  hoped  that  next  yean  it  can  be  reported  that  some  practicad 
measures  are  possible  to  control  this  type  of  milk  even  if  it  is 
only  for  cleanliness. 


Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration 


The  responsibility  for  this  vvork  rests  v;ith  the  Worcester¬ 
shire  County  Council. 


7  SUPERVISION  OF  WORK  PLACES 


The  following  is  a  summ.ary  of  the  \7ork  carried  out  under 
this  heading: - 

Defects 

Registered  Inspections  Found  Remedied 


Fantories  v/ith  pov/er 


27 


28 


3 


3 


Factories  wdthout  pov/er 


TOTAL 


3 


30 


3 


nil 


nil 


31 


3 


3 


8  MTSCELLMIEOUS 


Camps  and  Moveable  Dwellin^^s 


All  camping  sites  and  sites  for  moveable  dv/ellings  T/ere 
inspected  regularly  throughout  the  year.  Informal  action  was 
necessary  on  several  occasions  to  remedy  insanitary  and  untidy 
conditions  and  the  overcrowding  of  sites  but  generally  speaking 
the  conditions  found  were  very  satisfactory. 

One  new  caravan  camping  site  v/as  licensed  during  the  year 
and  the  Planning  Committee  considered  the  question  of  private 
caravan  sites  for  permanent  occupation  to  relieve  the  housing 
problem.  Spare  land  on  housing  sites  was  considered  but  was 
either  not  available  or  unsuitable  and  the  acquisition  of  land 
for  this  purpose  did  not  airpear  to  be  practicable  owing  to  the 
lack  of  public  services  which  v/ere  thought  to  be  essential  for 
this  t^^pe  of  accomodation. 


Hop-picker’s  Accomodation 


A  copy  of  the  report  on  the  housing  of  hop-pickers,  which 
was  prepared  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  is  attached  to  this  report. 


Petrol  Supplies 

Hith  the  de-rationing  of  petrol  the  Council  decided  not  to 
continue  to  hold  bulk  supplies  and  they  reverted  to  purchasing 
petrol  from  local  garages. 


Petroleum  Act,  1928 

.The  total  number  of  storage  licences  issued  during  the  year 
was  55  and  the  gallonage  involved  was  A7,750, 

lour  nevv  licences  y/ere  issued  and  the  site  and  construction 
of  ohe  storage  tanks  and  pumps  was  carried  out  under  my  super¬ 
vision. 


Rodent  Control 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  came  into  force 
on  the  31st  March,  1950.  This  Act  replaced  the  Rats  and  Mice 
Destmetion^  Act ,  1919  and  placed  the  responsibility  for  keeping 
their  district  free  from  rats  and  mnee  on  this  Council  instead 
of  the  County  Council  as  in  the  previous  Act,  Little  difference 
xrorn  an  administrative  point  of  vie\7  is  envisaged  but  the  Council 
yn.ll  have  wider  pr;wers^in  controlling  infestations  on  agricultural 
land  as  ■'•.•ell  a.s  on  business  premises  and  private  dwellings, 

_The  Council  continued  charge  at  cost  for  work  at  business 
premises  and  to  charge  2/6d  per  hour  for  destruction  "vyork  carried 
out  to^pri'7ate  d’wellings.  This  charge  on  private  dwellings  re¬ 
sults  in  many  small  accounts  being  rendered,  many  of  v/hich  are 
difficult  to  collect  and  often  have  to  be  wrritten  off  as  irrecov¬ 
erable.  Considering  the  sum  of  money  involved  it  \yould  appean  to 
be^^more  economical  to  govc  a  free  service  to  all  private  propertv 
which  the  operator  is  requested  to  treat.  A  charge  for -work  on 
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3  MT.SCELI./J\ni]QUS(  contd) 


B-udent  Control  (contd) 


buciiiecG  irii,Lst  stil?L  “be  mede 

turo  tmd  Pi'^h'^rioc  insiots  on  this  a.s 


S.3  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
a  condition  of  their  grant 


The  roaont  cx^erator  vfas  aosent  through  illness  for  the  first 
'cnroe  months  of  the  yean  and  uliis  is  reflected  in  the  number  of 
treatments  cenried  outjUhich  ;7cro  as  follovi/'s:-' 


Typo  of  Premises  Treatraents 

1  ,  Private  dvollings  hO 

2,  Business  premises  18 

3,  Loca.l  /authority  severs  7 

1+,  Loca_L  Authority  Refuse  tips  15 

5,  VanDus  other  premises  24 
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HARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Accommodation  for  Hp-p-Pickors . 


Report  for  19^0, 


The  hop  picking  season  commenced  on  the  4"^^  September  and^ 
due  to  the  very  wet  weather  and  to  the  heavy  crop,  extended  to 
the  14th  October.  The  weather  this  season  has  been  the  worst 
which  I  have  experienced  and  I  understand  such  a  season  has  not 
been  experienced  for  many  years;  an  unusual  feature  this  year 
was  that  a  quantity  of  hops  had  to  be  left  unpicked  for  various 
reasons . 

Hop  pickers  were  housed  on  42  farms  and  the  total  number 
imported  into  the  district,  according  to  the  Food  Office,  was 
4,600,  of  which  548  were  children  under  th age  of  5.  This  is 
1,000  less  than  the  number  employed  in  the  previous  year;  more 
gypsies  wore  hired  and  several  farmers  were  seen  actually  inviting 
them  on  to  their  land,  a  strange  sight.  Owing  to  the  number  of 
prosecutions  by  some  Local  Education  Authorities  last  year,  the 
number  of  school  children  brought  to  the  hop  fields  was  considerably 
reduced  this  tim.e  and,  even  when  these  were  brought  by  permission, 
they  had  to  return  by  September  25th  which  reduced  the  numiber  of 
pickers  considerably  on  some  farms.  In  addition  to  pickers  living 
on  the  farms  many  were  transported  daily  from  neighbouring  towns 
and  the  number  of  these  appeared  to  us  to  be  greater  than  in 
previous  years. 

Three  new  hop  picking  machines  were  installed  in  the  district 
this  year  making  a  total  of  5  all.  The  scarcity  of  pickers  and 
the  wet  season  have  induced  several  more  growers  to  favour 
mechanical  picking  and  vve  arc  aware  of  at  least  10  farms  in  this 
area  for  v;hich  new  machines  have  been  ordered  for  next  year.  On 
some  farms  where  mechanical  picking  is  used  a  few  hop  pickers  arc 
imported  to  assist  in  working  the  machine,  but  these  are  so  fev;  that 
their  accommodation  docs  not  present  any  problems. 

Ov/ing  to  the  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  areas  from 
which  the  pickers  arc  obtained,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  issue 
a  circular  to  each  hop  grower  advising  precautions  to  bo  taken 
in  the  housing  of  the  pickers  and  the  cleansing  of  their  quarters. 

In  the  majority  cf  eases  these  precautions  were  carried  cut  very 
thoroughly  before  the  arrival  of  the  pickers  and  an  inspection  of 
all  the  farms  showed  that  the  quarters  were  very  well  cleansed  and 
limiC  washed. 

Nurses  were  employed  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council 
to  w:rk  in  the  hop  fields  this  year  and  all  farms  employing 
imported  hop  pickers  were  covered  by  the  arrangements.  Any 
necessary  medical  attention  vva.s  given  by  the  local  doctors. 

No  difficulties  were  reported  and  the  arrangements  v;orkcd 
smoothly. 

The  only  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  from  the 
hep  fields  this  year  were  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one 
case  cf  Dysentery. 

No  new  barracks  wore  erected  during  the  year  but  several 
improvements  tc  existing  barracks  'were  carried  out.  We  propose 
to  continue  cur  policy  of  waiting  to  see  which  growers  intend 
mechanising  their  picking  before  asking  for  any  major  alterations 
in  the  living  accomm-odation . 
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Owing  to  the  wet  weather  the  scavenging  round  the  quarters 
generally  was  below  the  usual  standard;  this  was  not  due  to  the 
absence  of  orderlies  but  to  the  fact  that  the  pickers  were  forced 
to  spend  more  timo  in  and  around  their  living  quarters  which  made 
it  difficult  to  clear  refuse  from  the  wet  and  muddy  surroundings. 
Major  defects  and  infringements  of  the  Byelaws  related  to  two 
farms  only,  one  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  mechanise  next  year. 

The  owner  of  the  other  farm  has  been  instructed  to  demolish  the 
unsatisfactory  quarters  and  has  been  virarncd  that  if  they  are  used 
again  for  accommodating  hop  pickers  proceedings  will  be  taken  by 
the  Council  undor  the  Byclaws. 

Needless  to  say  the  water  supply  was  adequate  and  did  not 
cause  us  any  concern. 

Major  General  W.  R.  Dimond  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  made 
two  inspections  in  the  district,  once  before  occupation  and 
again  whilst  the  quarters  were  inhabited,  and  it  appeared  to  us 
that  he  w’as  satisfied  with  our  efforts  to  provide  satisfactory 
accommodation . 

We  understand  that  a  visit  was  paid  to  certain  farms  in  this 
district  by  Members  and  Officials  of  Du-dlcy  Corporation  but  we 
v;ero  not  notified  by  them  of  their  intention  to  do  so.  %art 
from  the  question  of  any  legal  right  for  such  persons  to  make  an 
Q)fficial  inspection  in  the  area  of  another  Local  Authority,  it 
appears  to  us  to  be  a  gross  broach  of  common  courtesy  to  make  such 
a  visit  without  notifying  that  Authority.  This  is  not  the  first 
timo  that  this  has  occurred  and,  whilst  wc  have  no  wish  to  conceal 
?-nything,  wo  should  like  to  be  prt.-sent  vvhen  such  visits  are  made. 

It  vras  hoped  that,  with  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  school 
children  visiting  farms  and  the  continued  improvement  in  the  typo 
of  person  being  employed,  the  general  improvement  which  has  been 
noticed  over  the  past  2  or  3  years  in  the  conditions  under  which 
pickers  live  w'ould  be  maintained.  The  bad  weather  this  year, 
hov/cver,  has  caused  some  set  back  in  this  standard  but  we  hope 
that  next  year  the  general  appearance  of  the  quarters  will  again 
be  up  to  the  previous  standard. 


Margaret  C.  Fell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer. 


October , 


1950. 
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